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Nats win a wild one
Pedro Beato’s bases-loaded wild pitch
in the 10th allows the winning run to
score as Nationals edge Mets 5-4. 4C

a Online
Cast your vote 
Who is North Carolina’s best male
athlete of all time? Help us decide; 
we’re down to the final two, David
Thompson and Catfish Hunter. Vote in
our bracket-style contest to choose the
best of the best: nando.com/ncathlete HunterThompson

“The team provides the city a lot
of good summertime entertain-
ment,” he said. “It brings the peo-
ple in the city together.

“I think people are impressed by
the old-time look of the stadium.
They’re impressed by the charm of
the place. You’re sitting on the field
as well, you’re right up there. It’s
not like other stadiums where the
stands are really separated from the
field.”

good in 1995. He is the Steamers’
official groundskeeper and score-
keeper, and unofficial team histori-
an. He has seen a lot of changes ov-
er the years. One constant, aside
from the wooden bleachers, is the
relationship the town has with its
teams.

By Chris Kudialis
ckudialis@newsobserver.com

EDENTON For residents in Edenton, baseball is more than just a game – it’s a reason to gather, a
way of life and a symbol of the town’s rich history. 

The small, waterfront town nestled off of Albemarle Sound is home to a preserved baseball
gem – Hicks Field.

Historic Hicks Field, a Works Project Administration project finished in 1939, remains in nearly
the same condition as it was when originally constructed – with wooden bleachers and a manual
scoreboard. Most importantly, it has a summer league baseball team – the Edenton Steamers. The
Steamers’ average attendance is about 13 percent of the town’s 5,500 residents on a given night.

Roger Slack is a scoreboard oper-
ator, which means he sits by the
scoreboard and manually changes
the numbers.

“The Steamers are probably the
primary source of outsiders know-
ing about Edenton,” he said. “And
when you consider that Edenton
has a population of 5,500 and the
average attendance is about 700, it
says a lot.”

John Barrow grew up in Eden-
ton, left once, and returned for

PHOTOS BY CHUCK LIDDY - cliddy@newsobserver.com
Hicks Field is home to the Edenton Steamers of the Coastal Plain League. Roberto Duran of the visiting
Peninsula Pilots takes a break from a game on July 11 to get an Italian ice from the a concession stand.

Throwback stadium
brings town together

Scoreboard volunteers Ted Weimer, left, and Emile LaPierre await the next change to the manually operated
wooden scoreboard. Hicks Field also features a wood grandstand that can accommodate about 500 people.

OLD-FASHIONED CHARM ON DISPLAY AT HISTORIC HICKS FIELD

SEE EDENTON, PAGE 3C

Associated Press

NEW YORK The president of the
NCAA said he isn’t ruling out the
possibility of shutting down the
Penn State football program in the
wake of the Jerry Sandusky child
sex abuse scandal. 

In a PBS interview Monday
night, NCAA President Mark Em-
mert said he doesn’t want to “take
anything off the table” if the NCAA
determines penalties against Penn
State are warranted. 

Emmert said he’s “never seen
anything as egregious as this in
terms of just overall conduct and be-
havior inside a university.” He add-
ed, “What the appropriate penalties
are, if there are determinations of vi-
olations, we’ll have to decide.” 

Penn State said Tuesday it will re-
spond within days to the NCAA’s
demand for information. University
President Rodney Erickson said he
doesn’t want to “jump to conclu-

sions” about possible sanctions af-
ter Emmert declared the so-called
death penalty has not been ruled
out. 

The last time the NCAA shut
down a football program was in the
1980s, when Southern Methodist
was forced to drop the sport be-
cause of extra benefits violations. 

After the NCAA suspended the
SMU program for a year, the school
decided not to play in 1988, either,
as it tried to regroup. 

“This is completely different than
an impermissible benefits scandal
like (what) happened at SMU, or
anything else we’ve dealt with. This
is as systemic a cultural problem as
it is a football problem. There have
been people that said this wasn’t a
football scandal,” Emmert said. 

“Well, it was more than a football
scandal, much more than a football
scandal. It was that but much more.
And we’ll have to figure out exactly
what the right penalties are. I don’t
know that past precedent makes
particularly good sense in this case,
because it’s really an unprecedented
problem.” 

NCAA boss:
Penn St. ban
not ruled out 
Emmert says he’s

‘never seen anything
as egregious as this’ 

By Doug Ferguson
Associated Press

LYTHAM ST. ANNES, En-
gland Tiger Woods’ last trip to
northwest England for the British
Open ended in a two-shot win at
Royal Liverpool. 

That was six years ago, and it
seems even longer. It was his first
major after the death of his father,
and he sobbed on the shoulder of
his caddie and his wife, both of
whom no longer are with him.
There was no discussion about
No. 1 in the world because Woods’
point average was nearly double
that of Phil Mickelson. 

Now it’s a matter of getting
back. 

The good news for Woods is the
British Open is the first major
since the 2011 Masters that he has
a mathematical chance to return
to No. 1 in the world. At this time
a year ago, he was No. 19 and at
home in Florida letting his leg in-
juries heal. 

Only it’s not that simple. Woods
has gone four years since winning
his last major, and he conceded
Tuesday that they are not getting
any easier to win. Fifteen players
have won the past 15 majors, the
longest stretch without a multiple
winner since 1993 to 1998. 

But when asked whether he was
feeling any anxiety over when he 

2006 GETTY FILE PHOTO

Tiger Woods won the British Open at Royal Liverpool Golf Club in
2006. It was his first major after the death of his father. 

St. Annes a special
spot for Woods

SEE WOODS, PAGE 3C

By J. Mike Blake
mblake@newsobserver.com

GREENSBORO They didn’t
score a goal and they didn’t get an
assist. That’s not unusual for ei-
ther Cardinal Gibbons’ Hannah
Holub or East Chapel Hill’s Hanna
Gardner. 

But through the course of the
N.C. Coaches Association East-
West All-Star Game on Tuesday,
the unsung heroism of being a
player on the back line couldn’t go
unnoticed in the 1-1 tie. 

Holub, who started at right back
just as she did for the Crusaders,

and Gardner, who played center
back as she does for her club team,
each blocked shots and turned
away one West attacker after an-
other. 

“The defense doesn’t get much
credit, you learn to deal with that.
I’m not looking for credit, I’m just
out there to have a good time and
play hard,” said Holub, who will
play at Richmond next season.

It was the second straight sea-
son in which the game ended in a
1-1 tie, but it could’ve easily been a
2-2 tie. Each side missed a penalty 

East 1, West 1

Girls all-star soccer finds
unsung heroes on back line

SEE ALL-STAR, PAGE 6C

Online
See more photos from Historic
Hicks Field at nando.com/sportspics
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Where the stars played

The N.C. landmark is built on
what originally was a horse racing
track. Robert Hicks owned the land
and donated 3 acres to the town’s
school system in 1723. After he
died in 1733, the school system was
free to use the land however it want-
ed.

In the spring of 1939, Edenton
joined Elizabeth City, Oak Town,
Plymouth, Perrytown, and Scot-
land Neck to form the six-team Al-
bemarle League. Originally with-
out a nickname, the team became
the Colonials in 1946 and joined the
original Coastal Plain League in
1952, before the league and the
team folded after the season.

During this time, though, Hicks
Field made its mark in N.C. baseball
history. The Yankees’ affiliate, the
Binghamton (N.Y.) Triplets , and
the unaffiliated Pocomoke (Del.)
City Chicks and Reading (Pa.)
Chicks used the field for spring
training in the 1940s.

The field’s most notable moment
came on April 16, 1942, when Hall
of Fame pitcher Bob Feller came to
Edenton. Feller, who had become a
star with the Cleveland Indians be-
fore enlisting in the Navy in Decem-
ber 1941, led the Norfolk Naval Re-
serve team to Hicks Field to play
against Binghamton. 

The stands were full, leaving
more than 1,000 spectators without
a seat. Although Feller didn’t play
in the game, major leaguers Fred
Hutchinson, Sam Chapman, Ace
Parker and Max Wilson all contrib-
uted for Norfolk in a 10-inning nail-
biter that the Chowan Times said
“provided fans with everything that
they could expect in a ball game.”
Binghamton won 4-3 and Feller,
dressed in uniform, signed auto-

graphs for fans.
Four years later, in 1946, the

Edenton Colonials hosted a select
group of North Carolina born major
league All-Stars from the New York
Yankees, Chicago White Sox, Pitts-
burgh Pirates, and Washington
Senators. In front of a record crowd
of 4,500 at Hick’s Field, the Colo-
nials fell 13-0.

Saving the field
When the Colonials organization

folded in 1952, Hicks Field began
went without a signature team for
more than 40 years, threatening the
field’s existence and almost result-
ing in its destruction. 

Local high school teams contin-
ued to use the facility, along with
the American Legion team and a

professionally unaffiliated African-
American league team called the
Edenton Sluggers, but the field de-
teriorated without the presence of a
team that was popular throughout
the town. 

In 1995, residents formed a com-
mittee to discuss the field’s future
and the new Coastal Plain League
seeking franchises in North Caroli-
na, South Carolina and Virginia.
Wallace Evans, a graduate of Cho-
wan High and a life-long resident,
was named committee chairman.

Evans’ goal was to make Hicks
Field suitable to host minor league
baseball again. 

His idea to apply to list the facil-
ity on the National Register of His-
toric Places, where grant money
would be available, saved the field.

“We found out that in the manner
it was built and the fact that it was
more than 50 years old might qual-
ify the facility as historic site.” Ev-
ans said. “So we went to bat and put
together some paperwork, and sent
in an application.”

Hicks Field was placed on the Na-

tional Register, and the committee
received grants to rebuild and rein-
force the grandstands, the outfield
fences, and to enlarge the bunker-
style dugouts.

On May 29, 1998, the Edenton
Steamers began their first season in
the new Coastal Plain League, a col-
legiate summer league that uses
wooden bats. A board of directors
representing the town’s residents
purchased the franchise from the
league in 2000, and the team is sup-
ported privately by ticket sales, do-
nations, and advertising revenue. 

The ownership of Hicks Field re-
mains in the hands of the Edenton-
Chowan School District, but is on a
10-year lease to the Edenton
Steamers for a friendly price of $1.

“Just to have some money in-
volved,” said Evans, who became
team president this year.

The Steamers won league titles
in 2004 and 2005 and finished sec-
ond each of the past two years.

Matt Duncan, a relief pitcher for
the Steamers, grew up in Browns-
burg, Ind., about 10 miles from Hin-
kle Fieldhouse, one of the nation’s
most historic basketball gyms. The
movie “Hoosiers” was filmed at
Hinkle, and it’s also Butler Univer-
sity’s home court. More than most
of his teammates, Duncan appreci-
ates the legacy of his new home ball-
park.

“It’s nice looking at the history of
the place and some of the people
that have actually played here,” he
said. “It’s pretty cool. We usually
get a decent crowd and they sup-
port us. It’s nice to know they love
us and we try to play hard for
them.”

PHOTOS BY CHUCK LIDDY - cliddy@newsobserver.com

Volunteer David Noble lines the batters box in front of the wooden grandstand at Hicks Field. The bleachers were reinforced along with
other improvements at the ball park thanks to grants received after the field was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Old-time Hicks Field offers
history and community

Members of the Edenton Steamers sit on top of the team’s dugout during a game against the Peninsula
Pilots on July 11. Edenton, which has finished second in the CPL the last two season, won the game 7-5. 

EDENTON
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1C

Neil Wood, 4, left, and Jordan Harris play a between-innings game at
the Edenton Steamers game July 11. The object of the game was to
see who could unroll the toilet paper first. Harris was victorious.

“People are
impressed by the

old-time look of the
stadium … by the

charm… ” 
JOHN BARROW

EDENTON STEAMERS’ OFFICIAL
GROUNDSKEEPER AND SCOREKEEPER

By Jamey Keaten
Associated Press

PAU, France The RadioShack
Nissan Trek team pulled Frank
Schleck, one of the biggest names in

pro cycling, out the
Tour de France on
Tuesday after he
failed a doping test,
threatening to over-
shadow Brad ley

Wiggins’ bid to win the three-week
race in Paris this weekend. 

Schleck, 32, of Luxembourg, who
was third in last year’s Tour, left a po-
lice station in Pau where he had dis-
cussed the case with authorities after
cycling’s governing body announced
the positive test. 

The International
Cycling Union said
Schleck tested posi-
tive for banned diuret-
ic Xipamide in an an-
ti-doping test con-
ducted by a French
anti-doping lab on a

sample taken from him Saturday. 
It marked the second doping scan-

dal to hit this Tour, and was another
reminder of the doping cloud that has
damaged the image of cycling and its
biggest event for years. 

Schleck, the RadioShack leader,
was in 12th place overall – 9 minutes,
45 seconds behind leader Wiggins –
going into Tuesday’s rest day. 

The revelation was likely to add

stress on the crash- and sickness-de-
pleted pack, just as riders were gear-
ing up for two grueling days in the
Pyrenees starting Wednesday. 

Wiggins, who is aiming to become
Britain’s first Tour champion, leads
fellow Briton and Sky teammate
Christopher Froome by 2:05 and Vin-
cenzo Nibali of Italy by 2:23. Defend-
ing champion Cadel Evans of Austra-
lia is fourth, 3:19 behind. 

Competitors in the 99th Tour had
plenty of time to ponder the tricky
16th and 17th stages on the rest day,
with the Pyrenees visible on the hori-

zon from the medieval, palm tree-
lined city of Pau. 

Wednesday’s stage runs through
the so-called “Circle of Death” along
four brutal climbs – none more
daunting than the 7,000-foot Tour-
malet. On Thursday, the last summit
finishes atop the 5,300-foot Peyra-
gudes. 

Wiggins was talking a big game in
his bid to become Britain’s first Tour
de France champion. He said
Wednesday’s stage “isn’t any more
difficult than any other stage we’ve
done up to this stage, really.”

Wiggins said the Tourmalet was
nothing special. 

“It goes uphill like all the others,
doesn’t it?” he said. 

Failed doping test ends Schleck’s run

Tour de
France

Schleck

will win another major, Woods
simply shook his head.

“I just try and put myself
there,” he said. “I think that if I
continue putting myself there
enough times, then I’ll win major
championships.” 

The trouble this year has been
giving himself chances. If there
are questions about the state of
his game, look only at the tro-
phies he won at Bay Hill, Muir-
field Village and Congressional –
more wins than anyone on the
PGA Tour, tied with Branden
Grace of South Africa for most
worldwide. 

But the majors have been a dis-
appointment. Woods had his
worst finish as a pro at the Mas-
ters (tie for 40th), then vanished
on the weekend of the U.S. Open
when he was tied for the lead af-
ter two rounds at The Olympic
Club. 

He wins one week, he misses
the cut the next week. 

What’s going on? 
“If I knew the answer, I’d tell

you,” Woods said. “But I don’t. I
just keep trying to work and keep
trying to get better. And I’ve had
a few wins this year, which is
good. But also I’ve had a few poor
performances, as well. So I’m just
trying to get better, get more con-
sistent. And that’s something I’m
looking forward to in the future.” 

The immediate future is Royal
Lytham & St. Annes. This will be
his third time playing the links
course, the most for any British
Open except St . Andrews .
Woods had a 66 in the second
round in 1996 as an amateur, a
day that convinced him he was
ready to turn pro.

He made an early charge Sun-
day in 2001 only to fall back with
a triple-bogey and tie for 25th,
nine shots behind. 

Lytham was dry and relatively
calm by British standards those
two times. This year is different. 

A miserable English summer
of rain has left the course green
and soft, and the rough so incred-
ibly dense that Woods described
some spots as unplayable.

That much was evident Tues-
day morning on the 10th hole,
when he sl ightly pulled his
3-wood into hillocks covered by
thick native grass. Six marshals
were looking for his ball. Woods
simply walked past them – it was
a practice round – and even when
he was on the green, the mar-
shals had not abandoned the
search. 

Throw in some wind, and the
206 bunkers that give Lytham its
character, and it should be a de-
manding test. 

“The rough is more lush. The
fairways are softer. The ball is
not chasing as much,” Woods
said. “This is different. It’s a
slower golf course, but still, it has
some mounding in it. The bun-
kers are penal. And it’s just some-
thing that we as players are going
to have to plod our way around.” 

When he won his first Open in
St. Andrews at 19-under 269,
Woods famously went an entire
week without hitting out of the
bunker. His third claret jug at
Royal Liverpool in 2006 was
memorable for the fact he only
hit driver once in four days, in-
stead chasing a 3-iron down the
brown, brittle fairways. 

It looks like he will employ a
similar strategy at Lytham, only
the sheer number of bunkers
make that a challenge. 

“This is different,” Woods
said. “The bunkers are staggered
differently here. There’s some
forced carries to where you have
to fly it and then stop it or try and
skirt past them. You can’t just ei-
ther lay it up or bomb over the
top. There has to be some shape
to shots. 

“I think that’s one of the rea-
sons why … the list of champions
here have all been just wonderful
ball strikers, because you have to
be able to shape the golf ball both
ways here.” 

WOODS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1C

TIM HALES - AP

Tiger Woods is shown on the
fifth green during a practice
round Tuesday at Royal Lyth-
am & St Annes. 

Online
Keep up with the Tour: Follow the
race at nando.com/tdf
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